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Washington, DC-Rep. Herseth Sandlin, Chairwoman of the Veterans' Affairs Subcommittee on
Economy Opportunity, recently hosted an education roundtable to discuss the ongoing
implementation of the Post 9/11 GI Bill. The goal of the roundtable was to have an open
dialogue on technical fixes to the VA’s education programs to help streamline the delivery of
benefits.

  

In addition to members of the Subcommittee on Economic Opportunity, participants of the
roundtable included officials from the VA and the Department of Defense, key stakeholders
such as the National Association of Veterans’ Program Administrators as well as Veterans
Service Organizations such as the Student Veterans of America and the Iraq and Afghanistan
Veterans of America.

  

"This roundtable allowed members of the Subcommittee on Economic Opportunity and
representatives of key veteran organizations the opportunity to discuss the successes and
challenges of implementing the Post 9/11 GI Bill," Rep. Herseth Sandlin said. "Going forward,
these conversations will be critical as we seek to streamline the delivery of VA education
benefits while providing the Department of Veterans Affairs’ with the resources needed to
successfully implement these programs in a timely and successful manner."

  

In preparation for the roundtable, the Subcommittee on Economic Opportunity asked for all
participants to provide recommendations to consider that would help to better address the
education needs of our nation’s veterans while providing the Department of Veterans Affairs
with the resources to succeed in implementing education benefits in a timely manner.  Several
proposals were strongly supported by participants, including providing a housing allowance to
full-time distance learners and expanding opportunities through the GI Bill to provide for
on-the-job-training programs, apprenticeship programs and vocational programs.

  

Recognizing the Department of Veterans Affairs’ need to address the concerns of thousands of
student veterans, Rep. Herseth Sandlin and Ranking Member Boozman submitted a formal list
of recommendations to Secretary Eric Shinseki shortly after an October oversight hearing of the
Subcommittee on Economic Opportunity on educational benefits.  These proposals included:
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·  Improving communication with veterans, including mass media outreach on the Post-9/11 G.I.
Bill and other federal programs for students;

  

·  Prioritizing applications from veterans who intend to use benefits in the current or upcoming
term; and

  

·  Enhancing the VA Web site with interactive features to provide more information.

  

Rep. Herseth Sandlin added, "The VA has taken firm action and shown a commitment to
addressing the ongoing backlogs in the distribution of education benefits.  I share this
commitment and applaud them for their actions to address these difficulties. However, we have
received feedback from VA officials that approximately 26,000 students have yet to receive their
payments, which greatly concerns me. This is troubling as we consider that the fall semester will
end in two weeks for most schools and the spring semester is less than a month away. I hope
the Secretary gives serious consideration to these proposals which do not require
Congressional action."

  

###

  

 

  

 2 / 2


